Background and aims: South Africa is a country of disparate levels of income and access to services. Being born into a poverty-stricken and resource-poor setting, places infants at risk for acquiring communicable diseases, which may have a variety of negative sequalae. One of the most concerning consequences is dysphagia which may result in inadequate nutrition; and delayed cognitive, motor and social development. International studies report the most common causes of dysphagia to be of gastro-intestinal, neurological and genetic origin, yet limited research exists on paediatric dysphagia within developing contexts.
